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The Study of Family Child Care Providers on the Oral Hygiene Knowledge and Behavior about Early Childhood

Caries in Hualien

Mei-Chuan Chang ~ Jui-Hung Yu
Department of Nursing Tzu Chi College of Technology - Department of Public Health Tzu Chi University

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to understand the oral hygiene knowledge and behavior about early childhood caries of family child care
providers. Cross-sectional study design was used. A total of 61 subjects were selected purposively from the Association of Child Care Providers
in Hualien County . The result showed the mean score of oral hygiene knowledge about early childhood caries of family child care providers was
0.67. It appeared the knowledge of the family child care providers about early childhood caries was lack. Most of family child care providers could
keep children good oral hygiene habits. But the score of brushing teeth correctly, good dietary patterns and promoting oral health such as using
dental floss and discussing with parents about oral health problem of children was 0.62-0.67. The oral hygiene about early childhood caries
preventions was not done well by family child care providers. The education status and qualification of family child care providers were influence
factors on their own knowledge and behavior about early childhood caries. The results of this study provided health care professionals data to
design training program for family child care providers about early childhood caries.
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