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An analysis of Cheng Yi’s “Li-yi erh Fen-shu”:The word “erh” can not be omitted
Liang Chiao-Yen
Tz'u-Chi College of Technology, General Education Center

Abstract

Cheng Yi and Yang Shi proposed the proposition of “Li-yi erh Fen-shu” in Northern Song Dynasty while they were discussing Ximing written
by Zhang Zai. Scholars cited “Li-yi erh Fen-shu” to their speech thereafter. However, surveys of the letter to Yang Shi replied by Cheng Yi
manifested that Cheng Yi mentioned “Li-yi erh Fen-shu”, not “Li-yi Fen-shu”. In addition, Yang Shi adopted his teacher’s statement and quoted it
for a few times afterward, instead of quoting the four words “Li-yi Fen-shu.” Accordingly, the study indicated that we need to perceive the
proposition in accordance with original circumstances, and to interpret the implications of the proposition based on Cheng Yi’s theory of essence
and function; therefore, we can get a conclusion that the word “erh” obviously plays a crucial role in the sentence structure revealed in the
proposition and has its meaning and implications. Hence, the word “erh” can not be omitted. Cheng Yi’s proposition of “Li-yi erh Fen-shu” is not

equal to “Li-yi Fen-shu.”
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